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from tyrannical regimes that routinely use
torture to oppress their citizens. From Nazi
Germany to Bosnia and Afghanistan to Iraq,
American service members have fought to
remove brutal leaders who torture and mas-
sacre. It is the American people and their
contributions that have helped to rebuild
these traumatized nations to give former vic-
tims hope.

A little over a year ago, American service
members and our coalition partners freed the
Iraqi people from a dictatorship that rou-
tinely tortured and executed innocent citi-
zens because of what they believed in or what
ethnic or religious group they came from. In
torture chambers, innocent Iraqis were bru-
talized and the bodies of the dead left in mass
graves. Throughout the past year, Americans
have assisted the Iraqi people in establishing
institutions to ensure accountability so that
such acts do not occur again and to help vic-
tims recover.

Despite international efforts to protect
human rights around the world, repressive
regimes continue to victimize people through
torture. The victims often feel forgotten, but
we will not forget them. America supports
accountability and treatment centers for tor-
ture victims. We contribute to the U.N. Fund
for the Victims of Torture and support the
work of nongovernmental organizations to
end torture and assist the victims. We also
provide protection, counseling, and where
necessary and possible, relocation in the
United States. We stand with the victims to
seek their healing and recovery and urge all
nations to join us in these efforts to restore
the dignity of every person affected by tor-

ture.

These times of increasing terror challenge
the world. Terror organizations challenge our
comfort and our principles. The United
States will continue to take seriously the need
to question terrorists who have information
that can save lives. But we will not com-
promise the rule of law or the values and
principles that make us strong. Torture is
wrong no matter where it occurs, and the
United States will continue to lead the fight
to eliminate it everywhere.
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Proclamation 7799—National HIV
Testing Day, 2004

June 26, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Every day, 8,000 lives are lost in the global
AIDS pandemic. In our country, nearly 1
million people are infected with HIV, and
approximately 40,000 more contract it each
year. N ational HIV Testing Day is an oppor-
tunity for Americans to increase their aware-
ness of this terrible disease and to get tested
for HIV/AIDS. By working together to end
this pandemic, our Nation’s citizens con-
tribute to a brighter future for themselves
and for people around the world.

New drugs and new treatments are bring-
ing hope and enhancing the quality of life
for those who are affected by HIV/AIDS.
However, these advances can only help indi-
viduals if they know their HIV status. The
National HIV Testing Day theme, “It’s better
to know,” highlights the importance of edu-
cation in helping people make healthy deci-
sions about preventing and treating HIV/
AIDS. Approximately one-quarter of people
who are HIV positive do not know that they
are carriers. Without knowing their status,
they cannot get the treatment they need and
may unknowingly spread new infections.
Today, testing is easier than ever. It is imper-
ative that those at risk for HIV/AIDS get test-
ed.

To reach out to HIV/AIDS sufferers in
need, I recently announced $20 million in
immediate new funding to deliver lifesaving
drugs to Americans who are awaiting them.
I have proposed in my 2005 budget to spend
more than $17 billion here at home to expand
prevention efforts such as regular testing and
abstinence education, care and treatment,
and research efforts to combat HIV/AIDS.
In addition, this budget proposal doubles
funding for abstinence-only programs, be-
cause abstinence is the only sure way to avoid
sexually transmitted diseases. My Adminis-
tration is working through the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s Advancing
HIV Prevention initiative to encourage rou-
tine testing as a normal part of health care.
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At-risk individuals who make the decision to
get tested are taking a step toward saving
their own lives and the lives of others.

My Administration is also fully engaged in
the global fight against HIV/AIDS. I have
proposed a record $15 billion over 5 years
to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS around
the world, with a focus on some of the hard-
est-hit countries of Africa, the Caribbean,
and Asia. This money will be used to prevent
7 million new infections, treat 2 million HIV-
infected people with life-extending drugs,
and care for 10 million individuals impacted
by this disease, including orphans.

And, working with international partners,
we will support intensified research to create
a vaccine and find a cure. While AIDS re-
mains a source of great suffering for many
individuals, worldwide efforts are bringing us
closer to the day when AIDS will be de-
feated.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 27, 2004,
as National HIV Testing Day. I encourage
the American people to support the battle
against HIV/AIDS. T also urge those at risk
to get tested for the disease and to learn
more about how to end this health threat in
America and around the world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 29, 2004]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 30.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of Turkey in Ankara,
Turkey

June 27, 2004

Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister. You're
right, this is my first trip to your beautiful
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country as President. It also happens to be
my first trip to your beautiful country ever,
and we’re honored to be here. We appreciate
the hospitality of the Turkish people.

We look forward to meaningful discussions
on a variety of subjects, bilateral relations,
how we can strengthen NATO. I would re-
mind the people of this good country that
I believe you ought to be given a date by
the E.U. for your eventual acceptance into
the E.U. I also look forward to working with
you on matters regarding the neighborhood,
Iraq and elsewhere. I appreciate so very
much the example your country has set on
how to be a Muslim country and, at the same
time, a country which embraces democracy
and rule of law and freedom.

And so I'm so grateful for your invitation.
Thank you very much for it, and I look for-
ward to a fruitful discussion with you and
with our NATO partners.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately 9:40
a.m. at the Prime Minister’s residence. Prior to
the President’s remarks, Prime Minister Erdogan
spoke in Turkish, and no translation was provided.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Religious Leaders in Istanbul,

Turkey
June 27, 2004

All right. It has been my honor to welcome
these very important leaders of different
faiths to this dialog. They represent the very
best of Turkey, which is a country that is sec-
ular in politics and strong in its faith. And
we’ve had a wonderful discussion. I'm so
honored that these leaders would take time
and share their thoughts with me. And I wel-
come them, and I thank them for being so
faithful to the Almighty God.

Thank you for coming,

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. at the
Hilton Istanbul. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.



